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Veterans Memorial Car Show
October 2, 2011
Loma Linda, CA

Roam’n Relics Car Show
October 9, 2011
Old Town Moorpark, CA

Las Vegas AMC Reunion
November 4-5, 2011
Railroad Pass Hotel & Casino
Henderson, NV
http://shamc.amcrc.com/carshow.html

Join SoCalAMX so you can automatically receive
updates and details of events listed above.
Go to socalamx.net/join.htm

Check out
“socalcarculture.com”
for listings of shows in S. Cal!

Well, for the first time | missed publishing an issue of
SoCalAMX’s newsletter so I'm making this a special
double issue and calling it the July/August 2011 issue.
In this issue I'll cover our recent road trip to Sedona,
AZ. for the 2011 AMO National Show, and my road trip
to Kenosha, WI for the Kenosha Homecoming Show.
The most recent trip to the “Picnic by the Bay” car show
in San Diego will be covered in September’s issue due
out mid-month...

The annual road trip to Las Vegas for the AMC Reunion
is only two months away. Please help out Mark
Ogulnick and their club by sending your entry fees in
early so they can better plan the great event they put
on! The date for it is Nov. 4-5, 2011 and the web site is
http://snamc.amcrc.com/.

SoRRy I LKTE FoR THE INTERVIEW,
MR, BURNRAM. T'M SIUCK. BEHIND SOME
1O5ER WHO SHOULD NEVER. WAE
GOTIEN A LICENSE! oM, GREST Now
THE SCHMUCK'S ON WIS CARPHONE !

The July road trip to Sedona for the AMO National
Show is already many weeks behind us, but don't
let that stop me from reporting on it and sharing the
details with those who could not join in on the fun.

First I'd like to say that the Arizona club, the

Cactus Cruisers, who put on the show did a really
(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)

bang up good job! There are so many angles to
cover and organize in preparing for such a large
show, and the club, led by Kirk Fletcher, seemed to
have everything running smoothly. This was the
second AMO National Show I've been to hosted by
the Cactus Cruisers and | enjoyed both.

Gorgeous day! |

Sedona and its red rock canyon walls. We took
highway 89A through Oak Canyon, a hilly and
windy road, which added time to our trip, but was
enjoyable for the scenery. We finally arrived at the
resort called Poco Diablo and checked in and
called it a day.

Thursday brought the arrival of yet more
SoCalAMX members. Those fine folks would be

The show was hosted at a fancy resort/golf course
in Sedona. On July 6™ the ;

first wave of SoCalAMX
members headed to the
show met in Barstow early
to form up a convoy, and
to beat the heat! In this
group leaving on
Wednesday were myself,
Randy & Cindy Kirby, Bob
Martinez, Dale Crum &
wife, Steve Fox, and Dave
& Kati Chick. Our wheels
were rolling by 6am and
we headed east, with
Kingman, AZ planned as
our first stop for gas and
then breakfast—although if we would have stopped
for breakfast first we would not have needed to
stop for gas. Sorry, lame joke.

Anyway, back on the road our new but not final
destination of the day was Flagstaff, AZ, because
that's where we made our turn south towards

Stacy Thompson, John
. Caley, Allen Taylor & wife,
and John & Shelly
Siciliano. They made it to
the resort early enough to
get unpacked and get their
cars ready to go back up
the hill to Flagstaff for a
cruise to a dinner joint
> there. Lots of fun but more
“< importantly we all got back
to the hotel before a major
thunderstorm hit the area
and gave us lots of rain
and a lightening show.
Tom Dulaney arrived later
with his AMX/3. Friday afternoon had us cruising to
a local bar on the other end of town for a bar-b-q
which was canceled. Maybe they heard | was
coming and would go broke with me hanging out
around the bar-b-q grill?

Saturday was the big show day. They had us pull




around to the back side of the resort so we could
enter the golf course and park in our pre-planned
locations. We were spread out pretty well and did
not feel cooped up at all. It was unfortunate the
total count of cars was lower than expected,
because there was plenty more room to park cars.
I think almost all of our members volunteered to
help judge the cars. In the spirit of friendship and
camaraderie thank you to all that helped the
Arizona club out. The more judges they get the
guicker it can be completed.

We had a nice little set up in the center of the show
field with several shade canopies, chairs, and
coolers. Even a tree overhead to help out was a

y better than t

= =

In order to get any points for my “trunk” | had to
empty out everything | carry. Ugg, it took 20 min. to
unload and about 30 min. to load back up. After
some 6 hours out on the grass the show was over,
and a great one it was. The nice soft grass to park
and walk around on, the blue skies and white
clouds, the red rock canyon walls—it was literally a
picture perfect day!

Saturday evening was the awards banquet in the
main hall. The meal was really good, but better yet
was the company around us, all enthusiasts and
members of the AMC family! It will be many years
before the AMO National Show returns to this side
of the nation. But hey, another great national
organization, the AMCRC, will be putting on their
annual national show next year in the Reno, NV
area from June 21-24, 2012, at the JA Nugget
Hotel and Casino / Victorian Square. See you
there—better yet join me on the road convoy to get
there!

My pictures of Sedona are at the following link:

http://snipurl.com/amo2011

I made up my mind years ago that the next time a
“Kenosha Homecoming” was held in the city of the
birth place of our cars, | was not only going myself,
but was also driving my AMX there as well. The
fact | had hotel reservations a year ahead of the
event shows how much my mind was made up to
go on this road trip. To use an odd analogy, just as
a devote Muslim should go to Mecca once in their
life to worship; | felt strongly that once in the life of
my AMX it should return to its birthplace, a
homecoming of sorts. | missed the past two
Kenosha Homecoming shows | was aware of, but
decided this time | must go—with my car of course!

I have previously driven my AMX from SoCal to
Denver in 2007, and St. Louis in 2009, for the
annual AMO National shows, but this trip to
Kenosha, WI was going to be the furthest yet for
me. | had my route planned out, to go north on the
[-15 through Utah and then onto S. Dakota and Mt.
Rushmore to see the 4 EL Presidentes on top the
granite hill, then head east on [-90 to Kenosha for
the big AMC show. After the show | was going to
drop down onto I-70 heading west and stop in
Kansas to visit my cousin’s son Tanner, who is
playing his first season of football for the KU
Jayhawks. My last stop would be the Denver area
to see a good friend I've known since we were both
nine years old.

Then came the change of plans!
Kelly Jean, an Arizona Cactus Cruisers member,

contacted me to ask if | would be willing to assist
her with a problem of moving a cat from Phoenix to

Hi, it's me,
Samanthal!




: Wednesday night cruise to Andy’s Drive-|

Minneapolis, MN. She recently heard that | drive
long distances in my AMX and was soon going to
Kenosha. She reasoned that | could detour through

Phoenix and pick up the cat, and stop in
Minneapolis to drop it off, without adding too many
miles onto my trip. | agreed to help her and went
about the task of planning a route to accommodate
my new feline passenger, known as “Samantha.”

To start off my trip | spent all day Sunday on July
24" packing my bags and loading up my AMX. |
left SoCal around 4pm and arrived in Phoenix
around 10pm just in time to be greeted by a
thunderstorm—Iightening and rain both! | found the
Buckley’'s home, and after receiving final
instructions, loaded cat food, vet papers, and the
cat’'s cage into my car. At 11pm | was off into the
dark stormy night headed north to Flagstaff first
before turning east onto 1-40. For the next 17 hours
| was either driving my AMX or pumping gas into it,
to get me and Samantha to La Junta, CO and
arrive there around 4pm on Monday.

It was really warm and | was tired, so | decided to
stop and get a hotel room, some food, and sleep if
possible, before continuing my journey. After a
shower and an email check on my computer | tried
to get some shuteye—as | had been awake for
some 36 hours at this point. | had no luck falling
asleep and decided | was wasting good cool night

AMC parts swap meet extraordinaire!

time driving hours so | loaded the cat into the car
and we were back on the road at 9pm. | zigzagged
my way up back country roads (thank God for
GPS’s) to reach 1-70 and continued my trek east.
Upon leaving La Junta, CO | drove for the next 20
hours through Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, lowa,
and Minnesota, to arrive in Minneapolis on
Tuesday at 5pm, right at the height of rush hour
traffic. Fortunately the rush hour traffic in
Minneapolis is nothing like the stuff in Los Angeles
and it wasn’'t much longer before | arrived at the
cat's new home. After meeting the new owner and
debarking my passenger from the car | headed to
the nearest motel, had dinner, and slept real well
that night.

In total it took about 50 hours to get from SoCal to
Minneapolis, and minus the 30 min. stop in
Phoenix, and the 5 hour stop in La Junta, CO, it
was about 44.5 hours of solid driving from Sunday
afternoon to Tuesday afternoon—although that
time did include gas and food stops. But guess
what, I'm not even to Kenosha yet. Wednesday
morning | got up early and hopped back into my
car for another 7 hours to finish my odyssey in
getting to AMC Nirvana land.

So Wednesday afternoon as I'm approaching the
city of Kenosha the feeling of pride of owning an
AMC, and returning my “Kenosha Kadillac” to its

Parts, parts, parts! Who needs parts? Everyong
A




Why not chop a Rambler?

Nothing better than Mets at McDonaldg

birthplace for the first time since it left home in
1969, grew stronger as each mile passed. | was so
looking forward to seeing all of the other owners,
with the same pride as me, driving around town,
waving to each other from their cars, except it
didn’t happen. The town on Wednesday was
devoid of almost all AMCs. | saw one or two
parked in a hotel parking lot here or there but no
AMC hurrah to be seen anywhere.

The absence of AMC hoopla was short lived
actually. Upon checking into my hotel | met up with
friends from other national AMC shows around the
country I've met, such as Bob Hodson from
Florida, and that evening at Andy’s Drive-In about
40 AMC cars showed up out of nowhere and made
for a great evening of picture taking and slinging
the bull. As the week progressed towards the big
show on Saturday each day itself got better and
better with AMC activity. On Thursday and Friday
mornings there were several parts vendors in town
who opened up their garages and parts stock for
us eager AMC buyers to get all the good stuff we
could find. Check out the pictures | took of the
trays and boxes of parts. | picked up a pair of used
but good quality original door sills for my AMX for
$50. All they need is a good shinning! | picked up a
nice coil for Steve Fox with the correct part number
on it for a song.

Thursday night there was a big cruise to a
McDonalds in a neighboring town which was run

really well by the regulars. | had a few comments
from onlookers mentioning they don’t see
California license plates in Kenosha too often.
Friday night's cruise event was a gas. About 150
cars met at a place called Nash Park around 5pm
and then we all took off in single file towards
downtown Kenosha and had a nice Rambler
parade going on. There were locals lined up and
down the street for most of the route cheering us
on and brought similes to everyone’s faces! We
took up a large part of old town Kenosha when we
parked, and walked around. It didn’'t last long
however, as there wasn’'t much to do other than
talk, and the event broke up before it got too late.
Hey, the big show was the next day and everyone
needed their beauty sleep, right?

Saturday morning arrived with an awesome clear
sky and barely cool temperatures. The past two
days had been really balmy and muggy with rain
showers—spectacular thunder and lightning—but
this day was just simply going to be gorgeous from
the outset, as if the weather Gods knew how
special this day was going to be. Right on cue,
around 10am, just as it started to warm up and feel
uncomfortable, a nice breeze picked up off the
great lake and kept it nice all day.

| got up early Saturday morning to eat breakfast
and get my car cleaned before driving onto the
show field. | parked my car on one line of cars and
had an empty space on each side of me.
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Nuff said!

The Kenosha Homecoming 201




Amazingly the first one to park directly next to me
had an AMX in the exact paint scheme as Dave
Chick’s 68 AMX, it was also Frost White with
Matador Red stripes. Each time | looked at the car
I wanted to look around and find Dave and Kati in
the crowd. I'm guessing there were 400-500 cars
there and | spent hours walking up and down the
lines taking many pictures. The Metropolitan Club
was having their National Meet there and had
some 60 Mets lined up in two rows.

As for friendly faces in the crowd | saw the two
TeGantvoort brothers from the Northern Calif.
AMCRC club there, as well as Mark Fletcher from
the Arizona Cactus Cruisers club, who now lives in
Minnesota. In addition to Bob Hodson from Florida
as | already mentioned, two of his friends from
New York, John and Lou, whom each had
Gremlins, kept us entertained with their New York
style banter. Needless to say I'm looking forward to
seeing them all next year in Boston—although |
haven't decided if I'm driving there in my AMX or

flying.

The show on Saturday lasted a good 6 or 7 hours,
but as usual, all good things must come to an end.
| stuck around Kenosha for an extra day and left
Monday morning at 3am. 12 hours of driving on a
northern route on 1-90 put me in Chamberlain, MN
on Monday afternoon and | found a hotel to get
some sleep and air conditioning. Tuesday | was
back on the road again by 3am, to take advantage

of cool driving hours, and swung through Rapid
City before dropping down south to Keystone, SD
to visit Mt. Rushmore and see the cuatro
Presidentes on the hill. After staring at the granite
faces for 10 minutes one soon realizes there’s not
much else to do there so | was back on the road. It
happened to be the annual “Sturgus” motorcycle
rally the following weekend in S.D. and there were
thousands of “Hogs” riding hard past me towards
their “Mecca.” By 4pm Tuesday afternoon | arrived
in Denver and found a Motel 6 to get some sleep.

On my final full day of driving to return home | was
once again on the road by 3am and drove up and
over the Colorado Rockies and motored across the
hot Utah desert. At one point | encountered a
heavy thunderstorm and downpour. Good thing |
fixed my windshield wipers just before | left on the
trip. They were still unfastened from when | took
my AMX apart back in 2004 for its restoration.

After 12 hours of driving on Wednesday | arrived in
the northeast corner of Nevada called Mesquite.
Two years ago, coming back from my St. Louis
trip, | made the mistake of not stopping, and drove
through Las Vegas, Baker, and Barstow in the
middle of the hot day. Not this time, | stopped
around 2pm as it started to get really hot and
checked into a fairly new Casino and Hotel for $39.
The next morning | was on the road again at, yes,
3am, and arrived home at 10am.




What year did AMC make a Donahue Gremlin%

Although | don’t have air conditioning, in the future
a better planned trip of driving in the early cool
morning hours, and stopping by early afternoon,
would make for a much more pleasant trip, instead
of driving non-stop.

| kept very accurate logs of miles driven and gas
consumed. In total of about 6 days of driving |
drove 4730 miles, burned 295 gallons of gas,
which cost $1190. Looking back at the trip | would
do it all over again in a heart beat, probably when
the next Kenosha Homecoming comes around in
four years or so.

It would have been great to have a few of my
SoCalAMX friends join me on this past trip,
however it's great to be back home with everyone.
Oh, and one last word about my AMX'’s
performance on the trip. It operated p

like a cat!!

To view my pictures of the 2011 Kenosha
Homecoming use this link:
http://snipurl.com/kenoshall

To view my spreadsheet of gas consumption use
this link:

http://snipurl.com/marksmiles

There were hundreds of miles of sky cotton cang




Check out this story on Margaret Dunning,
who is still driving her 1930 Packard at the
young age of 101.

“Her car has black fenders and a red leather
interior with a cigarette lighter, map light and
glove compartments on each side of the dashboaid.
The windshield pushes outward, and there is ja
rumble seat and storage compartment in back. The
transmission is a 4-speed — manual shift, qf
course.” Margaret Dunning

Story here at this link:

http://snipurl.com/30pack

Anybody hear of a line of cars called Playboy
Motors? An interesting story of its history can
be found at the following link:

http://playboymotorcars.com/
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OLD TOWN MOORPARK ¢ 233 HIGH STREET %

7AM TO 3PM pmlm
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PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT LOCAL CHARITIES
OPEN TO ALL PRE-74 VEHICLES

N.S.R.A. SAFETY INSPECTIONS

SUPER PRIZE
NEW 350 ENGINE - §5.00 PER TICKET ON SALE NOW
DRAWING IS THE DAY OF EVENT. SEE CLUB MEMBER OR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

$30.00 EARLY ENTRY DISCOUNT UNTIL OCT. 1, 2011 - $35.00 DAY OF EVENT
*LIMITED TO 500 CARS
‘WWW.ROAMNRELICS.COMe 24 HRHOT LINE 805-583-2965
VENDOR INFO 661-297-4318

PO Ly,

VAANS

NHITMODPR/NIRESNSTICS

$30.00 EARLY ENTRY DISCOUNT UNTIL OCT. 1, 2011 - $35.00 DAY OF EVENT

NAME: HOME PHONE:

ADDRESS: CITY/ST: Z1P:

CAR YEAR: MAKE: MODEL:

CLUB: EMAIL ADDRESS:

SIGNATURE: MAIL TO: ROAM'N RELICS CAR CLUB
P.O.BOX 1173

CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ROAM'N RELICS CAR CLUB SIMI VALLEY, CA 93065
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| hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the
newsletter | will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office,
for a small fee to cover postage.

The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all
computer platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most
current version of Adobe Reader (ver. 9 currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if
you’re having a problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your
problem. Adobe’s new ver. 9 Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be
informed the download is about 33 meggy bites!.

The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/newsletter. All back issues will
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and
wish to be taken off simply email me at mightypilot@gmail.com and I'll get you off the list

promptly.

Just think how busy I'll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send
all submissions, pictures and text, to mightypilot@gmail.com and I'll do my best with them. The
deadline for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month.
Mark Melvin,
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor

Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. | welcome submissions from each of you who
attend the events we go to each month.

You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do is just
send me a simple email as your article text and I'll do all the formatting and spell checking for you.

Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them! Send your stuff to: mightypilot@gmail.com !

Now is your chance to be famous! We need volunteers for the monthly “Member Spotlight” article in
the newsletter. All you have to do is give up some information on yourself and your car that you
think might be fun for the others to read about.

It's easy to do, just go to http://socalamx.net/memberspotlight.ntm and use the online form to send
me the goods. Please send a few photos in addition to mark@socalamx.net to use along with your
information about you and your car.

To get an idea of what exactly to say read a few of the recent newsletters for the Member Spotlight
articles in them. Go to socalamx.net and click on Newsletter.
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