
1 

���������	
� �

�

Vol. 2 Issue 9—April 2010 Official Monthly Publication of SoCalAMX www.socalamx.net/newsletter 

 

��������	��������	��������	��������	
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
 				

 
9th Annual Cactus Classic 

April 9-11, 2010 
Phoenix, AZ 

socalamx.net/flyers/CactusClassic.pdf 
 

Spring Fling 
April 17-18, 2010 

Van Nuys, CA 
http://www.cpwclub.com/springfling.html 

 
SoCalAMX’s 4th Annual 

“West Coast All AMC Car Show” 
May 22, 2010 

NHRA Museum, Pomona 
socalamxcarshow.info 

 
2010 AMCRC National Show 

June 25-27 
Sacramento, CA 

socalamx.net/flyers/AMCRC2010.pdf 
 

Las Vegas AMC Reunion 
November 5-6, 2010 

Railroad Pass Hotel & Casino 
Henderson, NV 

http://snamc.amcrc.com/carshow.html 
 

Join SoCalAMX so you can automatically receive  
updates and details of events listed above. 

Go to socalamx.net/join.htm 
 

Check out 
 “socalcarculture.com” 

for listings of shows in S. Cal! 
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Keep your calendars open for May 22 this year. 
The 4th Annual SoCalAMX car show is less than 
two months away. Entries have already arrived 
which help in the planning of the event. Send 
yours in when possible. There will be a comple-
mentary souvenir handout in everyone’s registra-
tion packet with a list of entrants and their cars—
who have preregistered. This year, as well as 
last year, you can signup and pay online at so-
calamxcarshow.info. There is a downloadable 
form there also. 
 
The list of trophies to be awarded is slightly 
changed from 2009. Last year we were over-
whelmed with AMX’s (a good thing!) and only 
had 3 trophies for 26 cars, where as in the AMC 
and Rambler classes there were 3 trophies for 
10 cars in each class. So to more fairly share the 
number of trophies between cars the list below 
has been developed. The AMX class is being 
split into two classes, Stock and Modified. The 
68-70 Javelins, and 71-74 Javelins are being 
grouped together; and then split into Stock and 
Modified. Here is the list of awards for the show. 

 
Best Of Show 

 
1st—3rd Place AMC 

 
1st—3rd Place Stock AMX 

1st—3rd Place Modified AMX 
 

1st—3rd Place Stock Javelin 
1st—3rd Place Modified Javelin 

 
1st—3rd Place Rambler/Nash/Hudson 

 
At the show we have 8-Track Carl lined up to 
play music on his DJ system. He once owned a 
68 Rouge years ago which he says he wishes he 
still had.  
 
Get signed up and we’ll see you on May 22! 

Like Yo, I can’t wait 
until the Big AMC 

Show on May 22! I’ll 
be there with my 

AMC Hot Wheels! 
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The road trip to Phoenix is here! We’re 
leaving this coming Friday, check into the 
Yahoo Groups to find out when and 
where to meet if you're coming.. 
 
Just to refresh your memory, there’s a 
bar-b-q Friday night for everyone, Satur-
day is the main show, followed by atten-
dance at a local cruise in town. The 
weekend ends with a breakfast brunch 
Sunday morning before returning home.  
 
Below is the probable list of who is going 
from our group.  
 

John Caley  68 AMX 
Steve Fox  68 AMX 
Dave & Kati Chick  68 AMX 
Mark Melvin  69 AMX 
John Siciliano  69 AMX 
Bob Martinez  70 AMX 
Randy Kirby  70 AMX 
Stacy Thompson  72 Ambassador 
Wagon 
 

For more info go here:  

http://snipurl.com/cactus1  
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Part of the Cactus Classic 09 Show Field Last Year. 

Take a good look at this pic-
ture and ask yourself, 
“American, Swiss, Spanish, 
French, Brazilian, or Italian?” 
  
The answer is Polish! 
Don't  believe it? Answer on 
page towards back of newslet-
ter! 
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On Phoenix Road Trip 

Hi everyone, just a reminder that the Cactus 
Classic IX AMC Car Show is fast approaching 
and we have some up dated info. We have 
added an Under Construction class for cars 
that are being restored but are not completed 
in an attempt to get people to trailer a project 
car instead of waiting for the car to be totally 
done. We all like to see the before and after 
pictures so it makes sense to take it to the next 
level. 
 
Also, The North Hill Church of God Men’s 
Group has asked to serve lunch as a fund 
raiser for their Church. They will begin serving 
lunch at 11:30 am. They will have a Hamburg-
ers, Hot Dogs, Beans, Chips and Soda for 
sale. A meal will be five bucks. We will also 
have Donuts and water for sale in the morning 
before the Church group starts serving lunch. 
If you like coffee than bring it with you since 
we will not have coffee at the show site.  
 
Also a reminder on the Host Hotel. They will 

be having another Car Club 
there doing a Car Show on 
their grounds so they will al-
ready have a bunch of car 
guys there and they will have 
24/7 security for their 
grounds. They have two se-
curity guys on Segways 24/7. 
 

 
We look forward to seeing everyone on Friday 
evening at 5:00 pm at the BBQ. 

 
Thanks, Kirk Fletcher 
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When I purchased my 69 AMX (390, Go 
Pak, T-10) there were “fiddley” things need-

ing attention, but 
I was on the look-
out for an original 
set of rear lou-
vers. I found 
them on eBay in 
fa ir ly decent 
s h a p e  b u t 
n e e d e d  r e -

riveting, blasting (gently as they are delicate 
aluminum) and painting.  
 
I was initially very happy to have the original 
hardware and “Dzus clip,” however installing 
it was a chore. The clips shown in the at-
tached schematic latch over the edge of the 
glass and I assume relied on the window 
molding to retain them, which was far too in-
secure for my taste. My thought was to ep-
oxy to the windows but epoxy generally does 
NOT adhere very well unless one 'roughs' up 
the surface. Do this to the glass and if some-
one wants to remove it the damage would be 
there for all to see� –ugly, ugly!  
 
After weighing alternatives I decided on in-
dustrial silicone glue injected to form a 
wedge under the trim, and thus retain en-
gagement of the clip over the glass edge 
(max important.) Once the silicone set up I 
added a 6 inch strap of Gorilla tape (see 
pics.) So now the louvers are ultra-secure 
and can be removed without leaving tell-tale 
witness marks.  
 
Also important is a secure enough mounting 
which has the ability to “undo” the bot-
tom Dzus fasteners and hinge the louvers 
up allowing one to clean the rear window 
without the whole rig deciding to wander 
about.  
  
Positioning is not easy but cosmetically very 
important. Locate the clip positions with them 

(Continued on page 4) 

Side Clip 

Top Attaching  
Bracket 
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attached to the louvers as an assembly� –
hold them temporarily in the desired location. 
I used small pieces of gorilla tape again so 

their positions would be retained in position. 
Once the clips are located, release the lou-
vers and attend to the “permanent” attach-
ment of the clips.  
 
There are, I am sure, alternate methods but 
what my research told me was there have 
been many “bootlace” approaches taken 
most of which leave their irremovable calling 
cards. This damage and insecure mount-
ings likely are why so few examples exist. 
  

All the best, Greg Millard 
 
P.S. Dzus is an aircraft-originated fastener 
used for quick removal of an engine cowling.  
 
P.S. I have all these pics in higher res if re-
quired� –just ask, Greg.. 

Dzus Clip Tool 
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Thank you to Kevin Preston for sharing this link 
about a recent auction of the “Banacek AMX.” For 
those who have not heard of the car, in the early 
70’s there was a detective series on TV called Ba-
nacek.  
 
According to this article an AMX was used in one 
episode, an AMX modified by none other than 
George Barris. Pretty cool looking car for the time! 

 

http://snipurl.com/banamx 
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Car Show 

Yuma, Az. March 4, 5, 6. This is a little late, 
but I had to share it! What a great show, I'll be 
back! 
 
Friday morning I met up with friends from the 
Loners Car Club for the Cruz to Yuma. Rain 
was in the forecast & some people decided to 
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not go; John S. because his windows leak & 
Richard cuz' of wiper problems & work. 
 
I was told it was only the second time they had 
rain, it didn't rain till 3am Sunday morning, then 
the ride home too. I bought big sponges to 
shove into my hood scoops. Friday & Saturday 
were Beautiful! The Show was Saturday & at 
least 950 of the cars showed up. They only sell 
1000, & they usually sell out in May. 
 
We got there Friday, registered, went to where 
ever we were lodging, unloaded & cleaned up, 
and went back for Dinner & the Concert. When 

we got back, there was a parade of cars on 
like a 5, or 6 mile Cruz. The street sides were 
full of people watching the cars go by, seems 
to be a big deal, so I got in the lane for it & 
opened up my Headers for the last half of it. 
 
Saturday was Show day, so we got there early 
& cleaned up our rides & put the chairs out, 

and then headed over to look at cars, check 
the Vendor areas & Food court. By then it was 
Lunch time. They had poker runs on Friday & 
Saturday, and had some good prizes for the 
winners. Then the Concert for Saturday night 
had America & another group. 
 
Sunday was still a little wet, so the short Show' 
n Shine wasn't happening. We had a brunch 
while we waited for the few trophies to go out, 
had a raffle, then a yearly car raffle for a 57 
Chevy this year. 
 
Only three other AMC's here, a 70 BBG Jave-
lin with our group, a clean old Nash, & another 
70 AMX that's set for burn out comps! He has 
a tire sponsor, & I think he said he's with the 
Phoenix group. 
 
This Show cost $85, BUT, you get 2 tickets 
that cover both Concerts, the whole show 
area, Fri Dinner, Sat lunch, & Sun 
Brunch......And a T-Shirt! That's bang for the 
Buck! I'll be going every year! 
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March 12th 

 
Wow! They bumped it up to 750 Cars! When I 
got there, John S. & Allen were already there 
& had our corner from last year saved. John's 
69 AMX in that Beautiful Geo Blue & Allen in 
his self restored Silver 71, NICE Job, now he's 
building a SWEET 68 in RWB from the ground 
up (another story.) 
 
Shortly after I set up, Stu & Timmy showed up. 
Stu's AMX was having its tranny rebuilt, so I let 
him bring his plastic car. Stu has a 70 Vette & 
T imm y a  71 . . . . bo th  l i k e  B lac k 
Glass....Beautiful, even though they are plas-
tic! Shortly after they set up, Richard got there 
& we had our 68, 69, 70, & 71 ready to show & 
it was time to walk.  
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We found the same Silver 68 that was there 
last year, sweet, clean car, still for sale. He 
lowered the price to 32K, it's a nice set up, 
nicely restored 290 4spd, badged as a 390. 
We have his email if you’re interested.  
 
Another 68 was there, Red w/white, we've 
seen the car before but the owner wasn't 
around. I left fliers for all the AMC Shows com-
ing up. 
 
I had trunk problems, on top of electrical prob-
lems, and everyone helped me get it open so I 
could connect my battery to leave.  
 
The 4 AMX's ended up at John's house so I 
could get my trunk lubbed & Richard could get 
his fluids changed out. What's with these 
needy old cars? I just wanna' drive! 
 
So here's pix of the 2 at the show, our 4, & our 
4 in front of John's house....in order, 68, 69, 
70, 71. 
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BBG AMX 
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March 21st, Chatsworth 

 
I took the AMX, even though I traveled with 25 new 
Camaros! I was going to take my Camaro, but the 
organizer asked me to bring Kermit. Pretty big 
Show, I didn't get the count. It was an early model 
show but they invited the Challengers & Camaros 
to come out. 

Robert Martinez stopped by & we got to talk a little, 
we're both doing the 4 AMC Shows this year. 
Sometime after Bob left, I got a call from Hobie, he 
said he'd sneak buy & say Hi, so we also talked a 
little. His car is still down, I hope he gets it on the 
road for May, he said he would. I miss C'ing the 2 
of them! 
 
I went with some of the Camaros for a bite to eat 
before the ride home & we parked on the upper 
level for a few pix, but mostly to park away from 
non car people. Yep, I was the only AMC—again. It 
was a 2 hour drive home, but it was cooler & the 
thumbs up I got along the way made it a nice cas-
ual Cruz! C U on the Road! 
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BBGAMX 

See, it’s 
Polish! 
Didn’t 
believe 
me, eh? 
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I hope that grabbed your attention. The SoCalAMX.net monthly newsletter has a nominal cost of 
$0.00 per issue due to the availability of Internet delivery. If you have problems downloading the 
newsletter I will make arrangements with you to send a copy via the United States Post Office, 
for a small fee to cover postage. 
 
The newsletter is published in the Adobe .pdf format because it can be viewed across all com-
puter platforms such as Windows, Mac, and Linux. You can always download the most current 
version of Adobe Reader (ver. 9 currently) at their web site (adobe.com). Sometimes, if you’re 
having a problem viewing a .pdf document, installing a fresh copy of Adobe will cure your prob-
lem. Adobe’s new ver. 9 Reader seems to load much faster than past versions, but be informed 
the download is about 33 meggy bites!. 
 
The newsletter is available for downloading at www.socalamx.net/newsletter. All back issues will 
be available as they are published monthly. If you have received a notice for this newsletter and 
wish to be taken off simply email me at markmel@socalamx.net and I’ll get you off the list 
promptly. 
 
Just think how busy I’ll be if articles are submitted to me, by you, members of SoCalAMX? Send 
all submissions, pictures and text, to markmel@socalamx.net and I’ll do my best with them. The 
deadline for the following month’s newsletter is the 15th of the current month. 

Mark Melvin,  
SoCalAMX Newsletter Editor 
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Writers are needed to help support this AMC newsletter. I welcome submissions from each of you who 
attend the events we go to each month.  
 
You don’t need to be a super writer or own a wiz bang word processor program. All you have to do is just 
send me a simple email as your article text and I’ll do all the formatting and spell checking for you.  
 
Please do attach pictures to your email if you have them!�
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Now is your chance to be famous! We need volunteers for the monthly “Member Spotlight” article in 
the newsletter. All you have to do is give up some information on yourself and your car that you 
think might be fun for the others to read about.  
 
It’s easy to do, just go to http://socalamx.net/memberspotlight.htm and use the online form to send 
me the goods. Please send a few photos in addition to mark@socalamx.net to use along with your 
information about you and your car.  
 
To get an idea of what exactly to say read a few of the recent newsletters for the Member Spotlight 
articles in them. Go to socalamx.net and click on Newsletter. 


